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he Ir THE 'Son SHALL MAKE You _ YE SHALL 
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In LODGE No. 10, State of New-Jetſsy; 
Morris-Town, December 27, 5784. 


RESOLVED, 


T*HAT the Tranxs of fis LODGE; 
1 be preſented to the Reverend ͤ MR. 
UZAL OGDEN, for his SERMON delivered 
this Day before them, convened for the cele- 
bration of the FEsTIvAL of SainT Jonx the 
EvanctlistT. ' = 
And that Brothers, Doctor Jabez Canfield, 
Major Jeremiah Bruen, and Mr. James Pitney, 
be defited to requeſt the Reverend Mr. 
OGDEN, to commit ſaid DISCOURSE to 
Writing, and to beg the Favour of the Ma- 
nuſcript for Publication. . 


Samvtr Gorpon, Secretary. 


TO THE WORSHIPFUL 


Da. WILLIAM M*c<KISSACK, Masrzaz; 


MX. ROBERT LINN, Savio 


| »-WARDENS! 
MX. JOHN ARMSTRONG, Junion)} _ 


| AND TO 
Tas ern OFFICERS any MEMBERS 


O F 


LODGE No. 10, or THE STATE or New-JERSETY 


- b 


TREE ο ACCEPTED MASONS; 


THIS DISCOURSE, 


PREACHED AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR DESIRE, 
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BY THE AUTHOR, 


RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED. 
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S the enſuing was an extemporal Diſcourſe ; 

X and as ſome Weeks elapſed, after it was 
ſpoken, before the Author could obtain Leiſure 
to reduce it to Writing, it cannot be preſumed 
that it appears verbatim as it was delivered. 

Several Sentiments have been added to the 
Sermon; and, it is not improbable, that a 
few expreſſions of it have been omitted. 


— 


A s E R M O N, Ke, 


INTRODUCTION, 


A MONG the various paſſions we are endued 
with, we perceive a diſpoſition for Socikry; 
and the indulgence of this propenſity, is neceſſary 
to our felicity. 

Without 'SocttTy, we could neither obtain 


property ; with ſafety poſſe eſs it, nor be bappy in 


it's enjoyment, 

Without SociETY, we could not make pro- 
Ficiency in the arts and Sciences, nor obtain even 
the neceſſaries of life. | | 

And, indeed, without SOCIETY, our attain- 
ments of religious knowledge would be moſt im- 
perfect; and in the practice of virtue, we ſhould 
5 extremely defective. 


As SOCIETY is thus neceſſary to the happineſs 
of mankind, the ſocial paſſion hath been indulged 
by men in every clime, and in every age: And 
according ts their genius, temper, views and de- 
ſigns, numerous SOCIETIES have been formed to 
ect various purpoſes, 

Some 
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gene of theſe ſocial CompinaTIONS have, it is 
true, been entered into for the accompliſhments of 
ignoble gnds ;----etpers have had no other object 
2 the acquiſition of wealth ; the advancement 
of literature, or the enjoyment of pleaſure ;---= 
while others have happily been inſtituted for. the 
premotion of "uſeful knowledge; virtue; benevo- 
tence, and fraternal offeftion:=--- And ſuch, I 
truſt, is the nature of the SQCIETY I have On | 
the honour to addreſs. 
The inſtitution of FREE MASONRY, it is ; ſaid, | 
#5 of great antiquity ;---it teacheth ſeveral aſe ful 
arts, particularly ARCHITECTURE ;=---it enjoins 
the greateſ® purity of morals requires the 
exerciſe of the moſe diſi ntereſfied, the moſt fervent 
charity to all men, bat eſpecially to thoſe of the 
Brotberbeod; and, therefore, muſt have been 
founded in Wisbom and VIRTUE®, 
Sven 


* For evidence in favour of the Antiguity of Free Ma- 


fort ry, the Reader is referred to the copy of an ancient Mas 


nuſcript, de poſited iu the Bodleian Library, on the ſubject 
oi the Macnicſt Art, tranimitted by that moſt juſtly cele- 


| Prated Philofpher, Joux Locks, Ffquire, to an Engliſh 


Nobleman which paper hath been publiſhed. 


This Manuſcript mentions that FREE MasoN Rx diſſe= i 


minates the knowledge of © AORICULT URI; ARCHI- 
TECTURE; ASTRONOMY 3 GEOMETRY; NUMBERS; 

USIC; POETRY; CHY. MASTRY & GOVERNMENT, and 
Rarroiox.“' 


The 


. 
| 1 
Sven being the principles of Masowary, many 
derſons, perhaps in every age and country, the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed for the poſſeſſion of Pow ER, 
SCIENCE, or RELIGION, have thought it an 
honour to be admitted Members of this Fraternity ; 
and not a few of the moſt worthy. characters in 


theſe 


The enſuing Extracts from au Abridęment of the Cons 


$T1tUTion of the Fraternity of FREE Masons, by the 


Reverend Doctor WILLIAM SMITH, and publiſhed by or- 
der of the Grand Lodge of Penn/ylvania, will evince, that 
this inſtitution inculcates PitETY towards God ; JusTics 
and BENEVOLENCE to Max KIND, aud all the private 
Vi&Tues: | | 


EH AT HERR 
Szcrioxn I. Concerning God and RtLicioxs 


«© Whoever, from love of knowledge, intereſt, or cus 
tioſity, defires. to be a Mason, is to know, that, as his 
foundation and great corner ſtone, he is firmly to believe 
in the ETER nar God, and to pay that worſhip which is 
ue to Him, as the great Architect and Governor of the 
Univerſe. A Maſon is alſo obliged to obſerve the moral 
law, as a true Noachida* ; and if he rightly underſtands 
the Royal Art, he cannot tread in the irreligious paths of 
the unhappy Libertine, the Deiſt, nor ſtupid Ahei?; nor, 
ia any caſe, act againſt the inward light of his own con- 
ſience.”” :- | 


„He will likewiſe ſhun the groſs errors of Bigorry and 


Superſtition; making a due uſe of his own reaſon, according 


* Soxs of Noah ; the firſt name for Free Maſons. 
| 10 
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theſe UNITED STATES, bighly eſteem the privi- 
ledge of being of the number 77 15 REE and 
AccErrrp Masons. 


Turs ſocial IxsTIru rio being thus excellent 
In its SYSTEM, and thus patronifed by the GREAT 
| and 


to that liberty wherewith a Maſon : is made free, For al- 
though, in ancient times, the Chriſtian Maſons were 
CHARGED to comply with the Chri/tiar uſages of the coun- 
tries where they ſojourned or worked, (they being found in 
all nations, and of divers religions and perſuaſions,) yet, 
it is now thought moſt convenient, that the Brethren in ge- 
neral ſhould only be cHAROED to adhere to the efentials of 
religion in which all men agree; leaving each Brother to 
his own private judgment, as to particular modes and forms. 
Whence it follows, that all Maſons are to be good men and 
true; Men of honour and honeſty, by whatever religious 
names or periuaſions diſtinguiſhed ; always following that 
golden precept of doing unto all men as (upon a change 
ct conditions) they would that all men thould do unto 
them.“ 


SECTION III. Concerning Private QvALITIES and 
Duriks. 


« In regard to H1MsELF, whoever would be a Man, 
ſhould know how to practiſe all the private virtues. He 
ſhould avoid all manner of intemperance or exceſs, which 
might obſtruct his performance of the laudable duties of his 
Cratt, or lead him into crimes which would reflect diſhonour 
upon the ancient Fraternity. He is to be induſtrious in his 
profeſſion, and true to the Lord and Maſter he ſerves. He 
is to labour juſtly, and not to eat any man's bread for 


| nought ; 3 but to pay truly for his meat and drink. What 


leiſure 
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ard GOOD; by the moſ reſpectable NAMES both 
among the CLERGY and LaiTy.----T fhall not, 
1 apprevend, juſtly incur reproach, by complying 


with the preſent requeſt of this BRoTH#sRHooD 


tho! T4 I have reaſon to ſolicit their indulgent re- 
ception of the ſentiments J may deliver; eſpe- 


cially 
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jeiſure his 3 allows, he is to employ in dudying the 
Arts and Sciences with a dihgent mind, that he may the 
better perform all his duties (as aforeſaid) to his Creator, 
his Country, his Neighbour and himſelf. For, in a few 
words ; To walk humbly 3 in the fight of God; to do 
Juſtice and love Mercy,” are the true indiſpenfible char- 
acteriſtics of a real free 2 accepted Majon, 

« For the better attainment of theſe mining qualities, 
he is to ſeek and acquire, as far as poſſible, the virtues of 
patience, meekneſs, feli-denial, forbearance and the like; 


which give him the command over himic!f, and enable him 


to govern his own. family with aifeRion, dignity, and pru- 
dence; at the ſame time, checkiag every diſpoſtion inju- 
rious to the world; and promoting that love and ſervice, 


which Brethren, of the {ame Ladge or Houſhold, owe to 


each other. Therefore, to afford fuccour to the diſtreffed, 
to divide cur bread with the induſtrious poor, and to put 
the miſguided traveller into the way, are qualities inherent 
in the Craft, and ſaitable to it's dignity, Bat, though a 
Maſon is never to ſhut his ear unkindly to the complaints 
of any of the human ſpecies; yet when a Brother is oppreſiæd 
or ſuffers, he is in a more peculiar manner called to open 
his whole ſoul in love and compaſſion to him, and to relieve, 
without prejudice, according to his capacity.“ 


CHAPTER 
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cially, as my DiscouRsSE will be extempofe ; 
the diſcharge of the various duties of my function, 
in ſeveral places, not having afforded me time 10 
commit the preſent Addreſs to writing. | 


Tux portion of ſacred Writ, that occurs to me, 
&s moſt proper for ihis orcaſion, it expreſſing 
the 


CHAP TERE-2 . 


SrcTion VII. Concerning DirFERENCES aud Laws 
Suits, , any ach foould unhappily arije among 
Brethren, | 5 


III a Brother doth you injury; or if you have any dif- 

ference with him about worldly or temporal buſineſs or in- 
tereſt, apply firſt to your own or his Lodge, to have the 
matter in diſpute adjuſted by the Brethren. And-if either 
party be not ſatisfied with the determination of the Lodge, 
an appeal may be carried to the Grand Lodge; and you 
are never to enter into a Law-S8u7, till the matter cannot 
be decided as above. And if it be a matter that wholly 
concerns Majonry, Law-Suits are to be entirely avoidedz 
and the good advice of prudent Brethren is to be followed; 
as they are the beſt referees of ſuch differences.“ 

« But where references are either impracticable or un- 
ſucceſsful, and Courts of Lavs or Equity muſt at laſt decide, 
vou muſt ſtill follow the general rules of Maſonry, already 
laid down ; avoiding all wrath, malice, rancour, and per- 
fonal 1ll-will, in carrying on the ſuit with a Brother ; 
neither ſaying nor doing any thing to hinder the continuance 
or renewal of that Brotharly love and friendſhip, which 


„are the glory and cement of this ancient Fraternity.“ 


 CHAPTEE 


611) 


the fundamental principles of this Society, is 


contained in the firſt Epiſtle of Saint Peter; the 


ſecond Chapter, and ſeventeenth Lene. 


cc Hoxovr ALL MEN. LOVE THE Bro- 


THERHOOD, Fear Gov. Hoxouk THE Kino.” 


my Tris 


CHARGES, PRAYERS, &C. 


Part of a CHARGE to a yew admitted Mason, 


« TRERE are three general! heads of duty which Maſons 
ouzht always to inculcate, viz. to God, our NEIGRH BOUR, 
and OUR SELVEs.——To God; in never mentioning his 
name but with that reverential awe which a creature ought 
to bear to his Creator; and to look upon him always as the 
SUMMUM Bonum which we came into the world to enjoy; 
and according to that view ta regulate all our purſuits — 
ta our Nz1GHBOUR; in acting upon the Square of doing 
as we would be done by: to QUR SELVES; in avoiding. 
all intemperance and exceſſes, whereby we may be rendered 
incapable of following our work, or led into behaviour un- 


becoming our laudable profeſſion; and always keeping 


within due bounds, and free from all pollution.” 


Tas proteding particulars being attended to, we perceive. 
the propriety of the following expreſſions, delivered in a 
SERMON by the Reverend Doctor SMITH, in Chrift-Church,. 
Philadelphia, before the GENERAL ComMuNiCATION of 
FREE and AcceeTeD Masons of the STATE of PeEnN- 

 8$YLVANIA, December 28, 1778. 


« Be of one mind. Avoid all levity of converſation. 
Re ſober and temperate ; abſtaining from every exceſs thay, - 


would. 
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Tars Epiſtle was addreſſed to thoſe proſe- 


lited to the Chriſtian faith, from Judaiſm and 
Gentiliſm, who were relident in „ Pontus, 
Galatia, Capadocia, Alia” Minor, and 
Pichynia.“ 8 : S nn 


would enervate the body; debaſe the 8 ; cheriſh 
ſtrife, and diſhunour your calling. Study to be quiet, and 
to do your own buſineſs with your own hands; as knowing 
that © a wy Brother's delight is in the WORK OF HIS 
 Crarr,” 

„Let me exhort you to frame your conduct by the 
Szuare of doing as you would be done by. Keep an open 
heart to every ſuffering Brother, ready to receive him as'a 
tempeſt- driven voyager into a port of ſaſety; ſeeking among 

vou that relief and thelter, which he fought in vain, while 
tolsꝰd upon the reſtleis ocean of common life.“ 

«© Theſe are fundamental principles, and practices of 

immutable obligation in our Society. Flowing trom/ the 
fountain head of antiquity, they have rolled down to us, in 


Pure and uncorrupted i treams, through the channels of time; 
and, we truſt, wil ſtill roll, broader and deeper, until the 
dread order of this TERRESTRIAL Fa BRIC ſhall be con- 
ſummated in the edle, order of ETERNITY. While we 
draw from ſuch ſacred fources, our true Members, as in 
times paſt, ſo likewiſe now, and in times to come, in dif- 
ferent climes and ages, we ſhall be able to filence the 


tribe of ſcorners, and to convince them that the only qua- 


lities we with to honour, are thoſe which form good men 
and good citizens; and the only buildings we ſeek to raiſe, 


are Temples for Virtue, and Dungeons for 1 ice.?? 


We muſt ſeek to expand our fouls to the avhole FRO 


ſpecies ; ever liriving to promote their happineſa to the ut- 
molt of our power. "Whatever is illiberal, partial and con- 
85 . ſelfiſh and unfeelin 8 heart, coiled up within 

Ds its 


- 


C55) 


It was deſigned to eſtabliſh theſe perſons in 
the doctrines of Chriſtianity they had received; 
to exeite them to the unfeignaed practice of the 
precepts of the Goſpel; to fortify them againſt 

the power of perſecution, to which they were 


expoſed; and to ſuppreſs in thoſe of them, 


who were deſcendants of Abraham, that! MPA 


tience of Roman government, and luſt for do- 


mination and power, for which, at that period, 


the people of Iſrael were fo dittinguiſhed; and 
which, in a few ſucceeding years, were pro- 


twee of the greateſt e to the Jewiſh 


TAI W 0 injunctions expreſſed in the 


Text, may be regarded as an EPITOME of the 


— 


Exhortation to 1 Dor, contained in the 


Epiſtle.-And theſe precepts of virtue, I beg 
leave to attend to in the following manner, 


Fine, to notice what it is to © FEAR Gop.” 
SECONDLY, to © HONOUR THE KING." 
— ⁰ Z — 


its own ſcanty orb; we muſt rejeft from amongſt us. 


Looking far beyond the /irele diſtinctions of ſect or party (by 


which too many ſeek to know, and be known by, each 
other) we ſhould labour to imitate the great Creator, in 


regarding thoſe of every nation, religiog, and tongue, who 


fear him, and work righteouſneſs. 


THIRDLY, 
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THIRDLY, to nonour ALL. MEN.“ 


LASTLY, to © LOVE THE BROTHERHOOD." 
r what is it to rpar Gon?” 


Tur Phraſe to fear Ged,” is of the ſame 
ſignification as the expreſſion, to love, or ſerve : 
bim. | 

When Joſeph wiſhed his Brethren ſhould be 
informed he was a perſon of virtue, that they 
might, with greater chearfulneſs, ſuffer their 
Brother Simeon to he detained in cuſtody by 
him, until they ſhould return to their Father, 
he ſaid, © This do and live, for I fear God.“ 

The righteouſneſs of Job, was expreſſed by 
the ſame language, % Doth Job fear Ged for 
naught.” ' 

The piety of the family of Cornelius Was 
declared in the ſame mode of ſpeech. It is 

mentioned that, he feared Ged with all his 
houſe. | 

cc IB be well,” ſays Solomon, *<* mah 
thoſe who fear God:“ and © the fear of the 
Lord,“ it was ſaid, by this Sage, is the be- 
ginning of Fim. . 

« The Angel of the Lord,” faith 55 Pfal- 
miſt, encampeth round about thoſe who fear. 


© Gen. xlit. 18. + Job i. 9. 1 Acts x. 2. 
6 EFccl. wii. 12, I Prov. ix. 10. 


bim: 


1 

him :* And the fear of the Lord, was thus de- 
fined by this Prince of Iſrael. «© Hearkeh 
unto me,” it was ſaid by him, © and I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord. What man is 
he who deſireth life, and loveth many days, 
that he may ſee good ?----Keep thy tongue 
from evil, and thy lips from ſpeaking guile, 
Depart from evil and do good. Seek peace 
and purſue it. 

And numerous other expreſſions there are 
of Scripture which declare, that, by the © fear 
of God,” we are to underſtand a due obſervance 
of RELIOION; which, it may be ſaid, conſiſts 
of three particulars ;----KnowLEDos, FaiTH, 
and Pxacricz; and theſe things 1 _ per- 
miſſion to notice. 


Frlxs r, of religivus KxowLebos ; ſome 
degree of which appears abſolutely neceſſary to 
conſtitute a righteous character; as it is im- 
poſſible we ſhould diſcharge our duty, unleſs 
we are acquainted with it; as all rational faith 
alſo, is founded on knowledge, and as man- 
kind may „ periſh;” through a defCIEney in 
this article. 4 
However ſome perſons may be diſtinguithe 

for the acquiſition of ſpiricual wiſdom ; when 
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t Hoſ. iv. 6. 
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* Pal, xxxiy. 7. + Did. v. 11, 12, 136 
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it is conſidered he bleflings of the Goſp el a 
offered to the whole world of mankind, we muſt. 
conclude that to obtain a knowledge of its fun- 
damental doctrines, doth not require either 
uNcoOmmon penetration of judgment, or in- 
tenſe application of mind; but that theſe doc- 
trines may be apprehended with eaſe, by the 
molt inferior capacity; or are written in ſuch 
legible characters, that he who runs may 
read,” and underſtand them. 

Without paying attention to 2 5 particular 
and favourite tenets adopted by various deno- 
minations of Chriſtians; and by them fo often 
contended for in a moſt unchriftian manner, to. 
the reproach of CHRISTIANITY and 7jury of 
VIRTUE; I will mention ſome articles of reli- 
gion which, it is imagined, are clearly revealed 


in ſacred Writ, and will not, it is conceived 
be deemed unimportant. 


Tur firſt principle of religious knowledge 
requiſite we ſhould be acquainted with, is; 
that there exiſts ſome Being ſuperior to ours 
ſclves; who gave exlitence to creation; who. 
inhabiteth eternity; whoſe knowledge is infi- 
nite; whoſe preſence filleth all ſpace; whoſe 
power preſerves and ſuſtains all nature, and 

Who polſeſſeth all poſlible e 


By tue works of Creat ation, we hob moſt ras 
tionally convinced cf the Being of a Cob; 
| bis 


N 


his & power,” as Saint Paul obſerves, *© being 
clearly feen-and underſtood by the things which 
are made.“ 

We behold izanimate MATTER. -- Could 
this have given exiſtence to itſelf ? If it could 
not, a thouſand years ago, neither could it 
have produced itſelf at ay period, and, there- 
fore, it muſt have received it's forms from 
the power of ſome pre-exiſtent Being. 

Bur ſuppoſe MarzRilAliry was ſelfgexiſtent, 
could it have given power and wiſdom ; beauty 
and order to itſelf ?-----Could that which had 
neither thought nor power, kave exerciſed 
wiſdom and ſtrength ?----Conld that which had 
no life, have imparted life to itſelf, or to any 
OLNET object? 2 

But we obſerve matter modified by wiſdom 
and power; harmonious and beautiful in its 
appearance ;----and we perceive it endued 
with life; the power of motion alſo and 


57 


thought; and, therefore, theſe things could 


not have been produced by CORPOREITY, but 
by the agency of a Being of power and wiſdom. 


Can we behold the heavens above, or the 
earth beneath, without acknowledging the in- 
finite power, wiſdom and goodnels diſplayed 
by ſome, though to us, inviſible ARCHITECT? 
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Or, can we contemplate our own frame, with- 
out conſeſſing we were © fearfully and wonder- 
fully made: TH 

Did we form curſelves ?---Or do we owe our 
exiſtence to CHANCE ? 1 8 

But the word chance, when, in propriety of 
eech, it-hath auy meaning, ever ſuppoſeth the 
agency of ſome Being z as when a © lot is 
caſt into the lap, f“ or drawn, the action of 
Tome perſon, or perſons, is necęſſarily implied. 
Separate this idea, from the term chance, and 
it is a word devoid of any ſignification; there 
being no ſuch thing as CHANCE, in any ſenſe, 
different from this. 


Tov, by the volume of nature, we are 
clearly taught the Being of a Gop ;----and 
though from the harmony of the ſpheres, or 
F£ meledy of the morning fars,J,” and uniformity 
of order manifeſted in their government, we may 
reaſonably infer, there is but ons GOD; 
that the © Lord he is God; that there is no 
elſe, nor any like unto him,y” it is from divine 
revelation only, that we obtain a knowledge of 
the ſeveral attributes of tie Deity ; and allo, of 
this ſublime truth, that the unity of the God- 


bead, doth not exclude a 7. rinity of Perſons } 
but 


. * A — 


ex. 14. | + Prov. xvi. 33. 
4 Job xxxviii. 7. 95 Ifai xvii gs 


6 


but that e are three who bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Werd, and the Holy 
Ghuſt; and that theſe TREE ant ONE. 

It would be caſy to adduce paſſages from the 
ſacred Writings to prove, that the ſeveral ner- 


fections of the Deity, are aſcribed to each of 


the Perſons in the Holy Trinity; and to cvince 
thax © the Father is God, the Son is God, and 
the Holy Ghoſt is God; and yet, that there 
are not hee Gods, but one Gi but for the 
ſake of brevity, I ſha!l de prion this ſervice, 
and obſerve, that it is impoſſible we ſhould have 


a proper conception of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, 


unleſs we are initiated into this important 
doctrine of the Trinity. 


Trovecn this particular of the Chriſtian 
faith, cannot be fully comprehended by our 
imperfect underſtandings, it ſhould not, there- 
fore, be rejected by us. 

There are many things which ſurpaſs our 
apprehenſion, we readily g give our aſſent to. 

We believe, for inſtance, there is 4 God ; 
but the EssENCE of the divine nature, which is 
InriniTY #/elf, will never be entirely com- 
pretended by any finite capacity, human or 
angelic, 

We believe too there is an UNION /ub/ting 
between the human body and ſoul; but we are 

C42 unable 


E 1x John, v. 7. + Vide the Athanaſian Creed. 
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6 
unable to define this connection. And how 
many myſteries are there exhibited in the pro- 


ductions of nature we are compelled to acknow- 
ledge, but cannot underitand ? | 


Far wit of man, in all probability, would 
never have deviſed the doctrine of the plurality 
of Perſons in the God-head : And certainly, 
if the propagaters of the goſp<} had believed 
this doctrine to have been f#itions; and have 
known Chriſtianity. itſelf was a deception, that 
it might have obtained credit in the world, 
common prudence would not have ſuſiered them 
to have incorporated into a religious ſyflem, 
without neceſſity, a 7exct, which, with men of 


carnal reaſon, would neceþariiy have impeded 


it's ſucceſs, and been to them as a “ ſtumbling 
{tone and rock of offence.” 

Taking it for granted that the holy Apoſtles 
were poſſeſſed only of commen unde; fanaing, 
we may rationally ſuppoſe, hey believed the 


doctrine of the Trinity to be true, and the 


Chriſtian religion divine, 

Had the goſpel been of human invention, 
they mutt have been eequainted with the de- 
ceit. 

And had they zo? been perſon is of common. 


ſeiiſe, it is utterly inconceivable, circumſtanced 


as they were, deſtitute of learning, reputation, 


and authority, how they could have prevailed 


with ſo many men, of the greateſt abilities, both 
natural and acquired „to have emeraced the re- 
Iigion 


Hyion of jESUs, if unſupported by Te ; and 
ar the expence of worldly honour and ſinful 


leaſure; of liberty, property, and even life 
itſelf! 


As © in God 1 we live, and move, and have 
our being;““ and as the divine. © law is holy, 
juſt, and good, f“ how perfectly rea/onable is 
it, we ſhonid be obedtent to its commands 2 

Pur who of us hath duly revered the divine 
ANAL 7+ Flue; 0 not © all. /nned and 
come ſhort of the glory of God ?F”---And in 
conſequence of this moral defeftion, are we not 
obnoxious to the penaliy of the heavenly la ; ; 


ſubject ro © eternal death, the wages of 


fin? . 

But, to deliver us from the curſe of the lat, 
even the Son of Gop himſelf, in condeſcen- 
ſion and goodneſs infinite, aſſumed our nature; 
e boreour iniquities ;{ expiated our guilt;** 
became & accurſed for us z "the juſt 
having ſuffered for the unjuſt. 4“ 

And that we may obtain ſanctity of heart ; 
be liberated from the vaſſallage of ſin and 
Satan, and again be qualified for the enjoy- 
ment of the God of Holineſs, we are © made 
partakers of the HoLy Gnosr; ||” © renewed 
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in the ſHirit of our minds,*” through its ſacred 
influence, + and again receive the 1MPRESS of 
the DIVINE IMaOE. T 


Wer perceive, therefore, that the Goſpel is 
a diſpenſalion of divine Mukcv z that our re- 


deimption is of RAC; 8 by us allogether. 


anmerited; that Cor Hanity was moſt graciouſly 
deſigned to counteratt the eee Oi SIN to 
deliver us irom it's puniſhacnt a and rab 3 
and to reſtore us to purity, dignity, and bliſs. 

But as neither of theſe thir gs can be poſtvſſed 
by us, ſo long as we cenliuue in the Prall ice of 
Evil; we, therefore, diſcern that rhe religion 
we profeis, cannot give any countenance to 
Vice; but forbids our indulgence of it, in 
thought, word, and deed, 


Our Lord aſſues us, he did not come to 
abrogate the moral law, but to enforce on us. 
an obſervance of it's precepts. || | 

And by a apolt ſtolic authority, we are informed, 
de that Chritt gave himſelf for us,” not only 
ce to redeem us tron all iniquity,” ----the con- 
demnation duc to fin,----but © to purity unto 
himſelf 8 pecniiar | cople, who ſhould be zea- 
Jous of good works; ef be of diſtinguiſned vir- 
tue and Piery. 

Contrition 


E IG 1 


Eph. iv. 23. or „ . 
5 E en. 


* Cue, 


Contrition of heart, for fin;* an admiſſion 


Faro the Church of Chriſt, by bapriſin;F the 


commemoration of his death and paffion, in 
the manner preſcribed by him ;F” his reſur- 
rection,h and mediatorial character in heaven; 
the immortality of our fouls** and reſurrection 
of our own bodies zy the judgment of the 
world by the divine Saviour of men, who will 
«© render unto every man, according to his 
works, I.“ and diſpenſe everlaſting and incon- 


ceivable happineis to the righteous, and un- 


cealing and intolerable miſery to the wicked :$H 


Theſe alſo, are particulars which pertain to 


Chriſtianity, that I have time only to zame. 


Bur it is to #0 purpoſe we are informed of 
theſe things, unleſs we believe them. | 
e V/thout Faitn,” it is laid, © it is impoſ= 
fible to pleaſe God; for he that cometh to 
Him, muſt believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of thoſe who diligently ſeek him.“ 
Saiat Paul required & of the Jews, and allo 
of the Greeks, repentance: towards God, and 
FAiTH in our Lord Jcius Chriſt, ***?? b 

ur 
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* Matt. iii. 2. + Ibid xxviii: 19. f Ibid xvi. 26, 
& Ibid xxviii. 6. Keb. vii. 25. e 


xxiii. 43. ++ Matt. v. 28, 29. tj Rev. xxii. 12. 
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Our dur himſelf aſſures us, unleſs We 
believe in him, or receive the Gel, we cannot 
participate of it's bleſſings; for * he that 
believeth not ſhall be damned.“ 

As ſalvation is attainable oxly through 
Chriſt, of neceſſity, therefore, thoſe who reject 
his diſpenſation of grace, mu be conſigned over 
to eter Ace. 


Bor molt ſerious is the truth, that not any 
perſei profeſſng Falrg in the Goſpel Mall be 
Saved, unleſs thereby he becomes reconciled to 
Gob, and devoted to his ſervice: Unleſs alſo, 
he obtains fant? fication of Hul; renovation of 
heart, through the operation of the divine 
Spirit; or a. diſpoſiti ion of mind, capable of. 
celeſtial Joys. 


For it is declared, that & Chriſt will be the 
author of eternal ſalvation cnly ro theſe who 
obey bim; that except we are born again, 
we cannot enter into the kingdom of God 385“ 
that wwitmout bulineſs no man ſhall fee the 
Lord,” and that though our faith in Chriſt is 
fo powerful as to enable us to work miracles, 
if it is not productive of righteouſneſs ; or acc 


panied oy” a life of und! Ye embled gocancs, it will, 
in 


+ Mark xvi. 16. 1 AQs iv. 12. 8 Hebi ve go 
55 JOAR ili. 3. 


oy 


N28. 9 


In ro fort; be 8 to our felvation®: bud 
depreſs us lower in the giulph of perditionT. 
When, tacrefore, in the holy Scriptures, 
Talvarion is promiſed to the perſon poſſeſſed of 
ſaith in Chriſt, we muſt conclude it is ſuch 
| Falru only as © works by Loveꝶ;“ 1s the Pac 
rent of a ſincere and univerſal obſervance of all 
the divine precepts;---or is attended by all thoſe 
effetts which the Goſpel was deſigned to have 
on us. 

To hope for the friendſhip of God, while 
we diſclaim his authority ;---ſalvation through 
Chriſt, when we do not comply with the con- 


ditions of the Goſpel; or for the enjoyments of 
Heaven, while our hearts are polluted by fin,--- 


would be as irrational, as futile, as it would be 
to expect that God would work miracles, to in- 
dulge us in iloth; or that we ſhould behold the 
light, if depri ved of the organs of viſion ! 


Aroon it is molt reaſonable we ſhould 
ofer to our Almighty Creator and divine be- 
nefactor the oblation of our hearts ;---and 
though Chtiſtianity is calculated to deliver us 
fr om infamy and wor, and to cxalt us to honour 
ant haopinels how often are it's benefits re- 
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How many are there, even of thoſe pro- 
feſſing to revere this diſpenſation of mercy; 
who live regardleſs of its precepts; and who, 
in their actions with men, are fo far from 
« doing as they would be done unto,” - that 
no feelings of humanity ;---no ſenſe of honour, 
nor any fear of divine vengeance ;----nor any 
thing but preſent PUNISHMENT, can divert them 
from acts of diſhoneſty, barbarity, and flagrant 
impiety.? | 

We therefore perceive the neceſſity of human 
GovERNMENT, and the propriety of the command 
to HonouR THE KINO:“ 


Which injunction, we are next to regard. 


As government is intended to aid virtue, 
and diſcountenance vice; to preſerve order, 
decorum and juſtice among men, and to ad- 
vance their happineſs,---can it be imagined it 
would be pleafing to the Almighty governor 
of the world to obſerve thoſe, who, by his 
Providence, and in ſubordination to him“, are 
entruſted with the powers of government,---to 
ubvert theſe powers for the purpoſes of EIL; — 
to be,---NoT © a terror to evil doers and a 
praiſe to thoſe who do well t,“ but the reverſe; 
or, not a BLtssiING, but a CuRSE to Mans 
KIND ? 


If 


a ; 8 a a . . X j 7 | 
® 1 Peter ii. 14. tRom: xiii. 3, 4» 6. 
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If the God of Juſtice diſ:pproves of, and 
will puniſh, the deeds of CrRutLTY, TYRANNY 
or GpeRkssloN of MacisTRATEs, ſhould not 
thoſe, whoſe SzxvanTs they ſhould be, maniteſt 


alſo, in a proper manner, their di Yeppretelien of 
ſuch conduct? | 


SHOULD SUBJECTS only be under controul, and 
Kincy, or GaveRNoRs be Vawleſs ;----be in- 
veſted with power, which, at pleaſure, they 
may employ to the injury of 7ho/e for whoſe 
BENEFIT it was committed to them? 


Snovl o citizens paſſively ſubmit to illegal, 
wnrighteous government? 

Such ſubmiſſion is not demanded, neither by 
reaſon, juſtice, wiſdom nor religion. 

And as ſuch paſſivity would be to inflict mi- 
ſery on ourſelves, and to give countenance ta 
vice, it would, therefore, be moſt offenſive to 
that Gop who © loveth righteouſneſs and hateth 
iniquity“.“ 

Unjuſt oppoſition. to government is, un- 
queſtionably, very criminal ;---but to diſcoun- 
tenance, to aboliſh TVR ANN, is an exalted VIR- 
rug: And ſacred Hiſtory mentions, that the 


anrighteous Epicts of Kincs were diſregarded 


by men the moſt eminent for PiErx. 


D 2 | Shadrachy, 
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Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, for 
example, re/u/ed to worſhip the Image formed 
by NerUCHADNEZAR, and in terms moſt expli- - 
cit and peręmptory. 

Be it known to thee; O King!“ ſaid they. 
to him, © that we no? ſerve thy Gods, nor 
worſhip. the golden Image Which thou haft let 
up*.” 

Though 2 the Heres that required this action, 
was 01 repugnant to the Ccuſtitutien of the king- 
dom of Babylon, the Almie zhty manifeſted his 
approbatien of the conduct of theſe perſons, on 
this occaſion, by delivering them from the 

power of the flamesf. | 

What ſevere Mandates were iſſued by Pagan 
Princes, for the ſuppreſſion- of Chriſtianity? . 

But how were they diſobeyed by vaſt rum- 
bers of 7 primitive Chriſtians, at the FAPENCE: of 
their lives. 2 

Even SAINT PrER him elf, who! requires to 
re Honour the King, When, by human au- 
thority, forbidden to © teach in the name of 
Jeſus,” ” replied, © Whether it be right to, chey 

EN, rather than Gov, judge yeh.” © 

Saul, was © flair for his tranſgrejions,” and 

his kingdom transferred. to Davipl., And 5 
re- 
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F Dame! iii. 18. + Ibid verſe 27. t Vide the 
Eccieiaſtical Hiſtory of Euſebius Pamphilus. $ Acts iv. 
\ 18, 19. || 1 Caron. x. 13, 14. | 
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frequently did the ALmicuty manifeſt his 
diſpl:afure againſt the KIx Gs of rael and Fu- 
dab, When they violated his laws, and became. 
as SCOURGE s to their SUBJECTS ? 


Must the Kixs only be henoured: ? 

Does the Apoſtle 4: countenance each form of 
GOVERNMENT, except the regal This can- 
not be pretended. | 

The Aimighty hath left mankind to adopt 
uch modes of government as they ſhall conceive 
will moſt conduce to their HayePinegss ; accord- 
ingly, various forms of gavernment have ob- 
tained in different ages and countries even 
the JEws were governed by Jupars*, as well 
as by KINGS, and, at one period, by 2 Pxo- 
PHETESST 
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Tres injunction to honour the King, is ſo far 
from oliging mankind, without reſiſtance, to 
ſuffer the FeTTERrs of SLAVERY to be r:vetted. 
on them, that it ejoins men to preſerve invio- 
late from UsuxpPATION or TyYRAN NY, both IN- 
TERNAL and EXTERNAL, that Conſtitution of G60 
vernment, they have made choice of, whatever 

may be its mode,---unti] by them it ſhall be aJ- 
tered, or r changed for a different form, 
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And it may be ſaid, I conceive in the 4!mo/# 
extent of the expreſſion, that the King is duly 
bonoured,---when we do thus ;---when alſo, by 
our induſtry and virtue, we contribute to the 
proſperity of the community ;---when we are obe- 
dient to it's laws,---and defray, with chearful- 
 veſs, our proportion of public expences. | 


Havixd ſhewn what it is to “ honour the 
King, ---I proceed to conſider the command, 
to © honour all Men.” 


TE whole world of mankind, may be re- 
garded as one extenſive Society. And as the 
God of beneficence witheth the felicity of all his 
creatures, why ſhould not WER rejoice in each 
other's welfare ? | 8 

As we were formed by the /ame Almighty 
power ;---as we proceeded from the ſame com- 
mon Parent, God having made of one blood 
all nations of men#*;”----as we are ſupported 
by the ſame hand of bounty, and preſerved by 
the /eme kind Providence,---wheiefore ſhould' 
we not regard each human Being as a Fellow- 
Citizen be affectionately diſpoſed towards 
him ;---defirous to advance his happineſs,---- 
guy to © honour him as a Man? 

N 5 A Being 


* Adds xvii. 26. 


(, 


A Being created, even © after the IMAGE 6f 
Gop ; and, though degraded by ſin, poſ- 
ſeſſed of properties vaſtly ſuperior to any other 
creature on earth? > | 

A Being, deemed not unworthy the altention 
and miniftration of Ax ELS of holineſs ! 

A Being, whom even the Sox of Gop himſelf 
hath deigned to notice, and to whom he hath . 
given the higheſt teſtimony of his arrecTion ! 

And a Being, when delivered from the Er- 
FECTS of EVIL, capable of ſerving, worſhiping 
and enjoying Gop for ever! 


| SrarL the brutal cnraTION renerally live in 
harmony and peace among themſelves, and 
rational CREATURES be preying upon each 
other, and withold that tribute of Honour, 16 
forcibly enjoined by juſtice, reaſon, and. 
divine authority ? 

Shall a diverſity only of ſituation ; language; 
cuſtoms; manners, be deemed a ſufficient 
CAUSE to deprive one another of the bleſſings 
of life, and even life itſelf ? 


Is not ſuch conduft moſt reproachfol ; moſt 
ſinful? 


And is it not to be deplored, that neither 
the advancement of ſcience ; nor politeneſs of 
manners; 


— - 1 2 ” 


* Geneſis i. 27 
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rTaanners, nor the principles of religion, hays 
YET-cauſed . ſuch practice to be EXTINCT, even 
in the 1 WORLD ? 
O Magoxay !---How congenial are it's pre- 
cepts of aniver/al benevolence with thoſe of the 
GosPEL ? 5 | 
And how do the principles of this Fraternity; 
with thoſe of Chelltian nity, require that man- 
kind, ſhould not only, -e fear God; Ho- 
nour the King,” and © honour all men, 
but alſo, ä 


* 


© LOVE THE BROTHER-Hoob:“ 

To the performance of this duty, how for- 
cible are our obligations: 3 | TER 

Fach conſideration that obligeth vs to honour 
all men, erjoins us alſo to love the Brother- 
Bocd. 

Though mankind, as men, are 8 con- 
nected with each other; as Chi iſtians; how in- 
timate, indeed is their anton? 

Do they not profeſs to revere the ſame vo- 
lume of divine truths ? 

Do they not poſicls /milar Plegſures of . 
and promiſes of future jelivity & .. 

Are thicy not illumed, fanctificd, and con- 
oled by che ſame divine SpIEIT? 

Do they not combat the ame Fors Ard; 


is 
in their conflicts With evil, are they not fif- 


tained 


5 — 2 


© 3 3 


kained by the ame Power? Have thev hot 
the /ame OBJECTS of puksuir, the /ame HOPES 
and FEARS? 

Have they not the ſame 1 INCENTIVES to excel 
in VIRTUE; the ſame CausE for GRATIT: DE 
and Love ? | | 

May they not be regarded as BRANCHES of 
the ame vine, which bring forth the fame 
FRUIT ?*---And as PASSENGERS on the /am? 
OCEAN of TiME, ſolicitous to enter into the 
JIE HAVEN of everlaſting REST ? ; 

How 3 are they called on, by the 
voice of heavenly authority, to exerciſe towards 
each other fraternal AFFECTION ? 

*© A ve commandment,” ſays Chriſt, © I 
give unto you, that ye love ene another? 

This command is ſaid to be new, by reaſon 
it was inforced on Chriſtians from a new motive 
to obedience. the conſideration of CHRIST'S 
LOVE /6wards THEM; love ONE ANOTHER, 
laid he, a I kave loved you.” 

« Be kindly afefionated one to another,” ſaith 
Saint Paul, „“ with brotherly Love, in honour 
prefering one another ; and let love be with- 
out ditlimulation.“ 8 


john xv. 1. + Ib. xiii, 34. t Ib. XV. 12. 
$ Rom: xil. 9, 10. „ 
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& Tf ye fulfil,” ſaith Saint James, © the royal 
law, according to the Scripture, thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf, ye do well.”* 

<« See,” faith another Apoſtle, „that ye 
love one another with a pure heart fervently.” f 
Have compaſſion one of another; be pitiful ; be 
courteous.” Þ SEE 

« Let us love, ſaith Saint John, * not in 
word; neither in tongue; but in pxp and in 
TRUTH.” S 


Is not every temper of mind and practice 
oppoſite to Love, forbidden? 5 

« He that bateth his brother, we read, © is 
a murtherer.”|| | ER 

We are exhorted to “ lay afide all malice, 
and guile, and envy and evil ſpeaking :"C to 
diveſt ourſelves of * wrath, anger and cla- 
mour: and neither to deſpiſe,Ff nor unjuſtly 
to judge 4 our brother: nor, in any ſort, to 
© render evil for evil; railing for railing ; 
but, contrariwiſe, bleffing ;&H”---to love even 
our enemies, and to bleſs our perſecutors.CC 


W1LL not the being devoid of love to the 


, 2 
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9 Tam; ii. 8. 11. T Ib. iii. 8. 

§ 1 John iii. 18. || Ib. v. 18. C 1 Pet. ii. 1. 
** Eph. iv. 31. 1 Rom. xiv. 10. tt Matt. vii. 1. 
FF 1 Pet, iii. 9. Il Matt. v. 44. J Rom. X11. 14. 
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brotherhood, be an undubitable teſtimony, 
that ſuch profeſſors of Chriſtianity are deſti- 
tute of its ſpirit ? 

« By this,“ ſays our Lord, © ſhall all men 
know that ye are "my diſciples, if ye love one 
another. 

It is ſaid, that „ he who Joveth not kis | 
BROTHER, is not of Gop:Ff”----And that the 
love of God dwelleth not in him, who is poſ- 
ſeſſed of this world's goods, and ſeeth his 
brother in diſtreſs, and dotb not miniſter to his 
wantsF. 


How did our Saviour and his holy Apoſtles, 
exemplify their precepts of charity, in their 
lives and in their death ? 

How careful were the primitive Chriſtians, 
in general, to maintain good works, &“ and 
particularly, to © /ove as BRETHREN |?” | 

So difinguiſhed were they for the practice of 
this Dvury, that their very perſecutors, on be- 
holding theirdeeds of benevolence, wereſmitten 
with aſtoniſhment, and with admiration ex- 


claimed, * See bow theſe Chriſtians love one 
another]! | 


Bur whither hath this virtue fled ?----How 
few are duly obſervant of the ſacred injunction 
| 
-» John x11. 335. f 1 John iii. 1% 3k «3 
$ Tit, fi. 83s || Peter iii. 8. 
2 before 
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before us ?---- How man” ſuffer a ' difference in 
religious SENTIMENT on, to ſeclude this godlike 
| VirTus from their BRC AS HT? 

Nav; for this trivial cauſe, how have many 
of thats” who have preſumed to © name the 
name of Chrift,” been filled with ANGER. 
HarRED and MarLice, and every evil principle, 
againſt each other?—And, what Cztputiry 
itſelf can ſcarcely believe, how have they em- 
brued their hands in one another's BLood ! 

Weep, O Virtue, weep! that the SpirIT of 
the Goseer. ſhould have been /o little under, 
ſtood or regarded !----That the Malick of 

Satan, hath thus triumphed over the Lovf of 
Jzsus!----That CarIisTiIaniTY hath thus be- 
come, to many, an unbappineſs and not a 
51% Heng. 

Buy. Masons know not ANY CONTENTION on 
account of a diverſity of religious OPINIONS. 
They appear, with wiſdom, to have adopted 
the ſentiments of an eminent philoſopher of 
virtue ;. That hee are the real HERE- 
TICS, #4 live Lives of IMPIETY.' 

And, without derogating from the praiſe due 
to /incere CHRISTIANS ;---and it is hoped and 
believed there are many of this character among 
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| us ;---may it not be ſaid, with truth, that 
. Masovs, in general. are juſtly diſtinguiſhed for 
| their LOVE to >the BROTHERHOOD ? - 

h * Sir Iac Newton, Vide bis lite. 

| When 
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When they behold a BROTUER in AFFLIG- 
TION, in Whatever NATION he received his 
birth, or in what RELIGION ſoever he was edu- 
cated,---how do they haſten to his RELIEF, if he 
ONLY © fears God and works righteouſneſs.” 


ilow elevated is ſuch VIRTUE ?---How. de- 
Jerving PRAISE is fuch PHILANTHROPY ! 


Bur I will not paſs thoſe encomiums on 
Masoway, which, in this reſpect, I conceive 
it juſtly entitled to, leaſt J ſhould incur 1nvi- 
dious reflections from ſome who may be pre- 
judiced againſt this ſociety ; unacquainted with 
its inſtitution, or Aninformed of the conduct of 
the brotherhood, in this particular;---bur beg 
lcave.to put a period to this diſcourfe, by ad- 
dreſſing thoſe two deſcriptions of perſons wha 
compoſe this audience. 


AND firſt, Permit me to „Kiel the attention 


of you, 


GenTLEMEN oF THE MASO NIC ORDER, 

AFTER an attentive peruſal of the principles 
of your Conſtitution which have been pub— 
liſhed, ſuffer me to congratulate you on ac- 
count of their FXCELLENCE ! 

Suffer me alſo to aſk, whether, frequently, 
and in ALL reſpects you recur to theſe PRIN- 
CIPLES, and reduce them to PRACTICE? 


Doth 


; 
* 
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Doth not /uch conpucT become you? 

Upon your duly revering the laws of your in- 
ſtitution, doth not your own honour depend ; 
and, in ſome degree, with thoſe acquainted 
with you, the honour alſo of the whole frater- 
nity? e 


AR x you deſirous to preſerve the reputation 
of the truly ancient and honourable Society of 
which you are Members ? 

Should you not therefore, be extremely at- 
tentive to the characters of thoſe whom you 
ſhall admit into your infant Lodge; that they 
are perſons, who, among other qualifications 
required for the enjoyment of this priviledge, 
are poſſeſſed of honour and honeſty ; in- 
duſtry, economy and temperance ; ' patience, 
meekneſs and ſelf-denial; humanity and bene- 
volence; that they are good citizens, of ſuffi- 
cient age; capable of making proficiency in 
the royal art; free from malice, and that can- 
not be charged with profane nor evil language; 
and that they believe in God; worſhip him, 
and make the precepts of the moral Law the 
rule of their lives and converſations* ?” 

And ſhould you not alſo maintain a proper 

ſpirit of diſcipline in your LopGE? - -Particu- 


8 . * Fl a 


4 Vide the Conſtitution of Maſonry, before referred to. 
| | larly 
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larly ſhould a. Member of it be guilty of the 
practice of any impiety, and, notwithſtanding 
your good counſel, continue unreclaimed,---- 
| ſhould he not be ſuſpended the priviledge of 
your Brotherhood, until he ſhall return to a 
ſenſe of dutyf? _ L 

For will not mankind in general, whether 
Juſt or not ſo, ever form an eſtimate of the na- 
ture of Maſonry, from the conduct of thoſe who 
are Members of the Society?“ 


Ak you calumniated by any who, through 
ignorance, or unjuſt information, entertain un- 
favourable ideas of your Order ?--= _ 
Revile not ſuch perſons ; but convince them 
by the propriety of your actions, that Free- 
Maſonry is not an inſtitution of Vice, but of 
Virtue 1” | | | 


And remember Sixs, you are Chriſtian- 
Maſons \-----That you are under obligations 
numerous and moſt ſacred, to make conſcience 
of all your deeds, and ſo to live, that, in truth, 
you may---fear God ;---honour the Govern- 


— EEE _ 


+ When a perſn is admitted into the order of Maſonry, 

e is ever conſideted as a Maſon, his character as ſuch 
being indefeaſible; he may, however, be ſuſpended from 
the enjoyment of the privileges of the Fraternity. Vide 
Conſtitution of Maſonry. 
| ment; 
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ment ; ---- honour al; men, and love your Chrif: | 
tian and Maſonic Brotherboods ! © 

How many have there been who have Ss 
ae to Chriſtianity and Maſonry ;---who have 
been Chriftian Maſons indeed? 

With what pleaſure do you reflect on their 
righteous Examples Ho ſhould you be ex- 
cited to tread in their ep of virtue! 


AnD whither lives theſe ſteps conducted 
them ? 

Are they lodged in that Temple reared by 
the Almighty Architect himſelf ? 

Do they now enjoy virtue, knowledge and 
ſociety in perfection? 

Is every tear wiped from the eye ?*---And 
will they thus be for ever bleſt ? 

Do you not contemplate their extatick Joys 
with rapture ?---Do you not wilh to join. this 
grand ſociety ? 

But how mortifying; how unhappy would it 
be, ſhould you be deemed unworthy of admit- 
zance into this place of honour, glory and felicity; 
and be doo med to ſpend eterna ages in that ha- 
bitation which is perfect deformity and wret- 


chednęſo; and with ſociety depraved, infamous 


and miſerable beyond conception ! 


Rev. Xi. 4. 


LET 


En 


Ler “ pure and undefiled religion there- 
fore, be yours | 
Act up to the dignity of your character, as 
Maſons, and Chriſtians |---And be animated 
with a noble ambition to be of the number of 
thoſe, of theſe proteſſions, who ſhall be the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed for virtue and knowledge 3 
glory and Felicity! | 

Marv the Cod of wiſdom and goodneſs proſ- 
per you 1n the purſuit of every thing wiſe 
and good! 
| May your Lodge be as a Seminary for the pro- 
motion of knowgedge, virtue and benevolence! 
May you be vlefings to each other and to 
mankind in general! 

And may your ſacred union of religion, wiſ- 


dom and love, be (Fry conſolidated Bars and 
perfected bereafter | 


SHOULD not thoſe of us, who are not of this 
Fraternity, felicitate ourſelves on the Divinityof 
our Keligion ?---That the foundation of our moſt 
holy © Brotherhood,” was fixed when the world 
was formed,“ and by infinite wiſdom, power 
and love f hat © eſus Chriſt himſelf, being 
its chief corner tone, I it ſhall not, on earth, 


* Rev. xiii. 8. 1 Cor. ili. 9. t Eph. ii. 20. 
| 8 | be 
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be diſſolved, but with time itſelf ?* and that the 
worthy Members of it, in a future ſtate, * be- 
ing fitly framed together,” ſhall be regarded, 
indeed, as an © holy” and everlaſting Temple, 
for the habitation of God through the Spirit ?F 


Bor are we, © as lively ſtones,” proper to be 
incorporated into this “ ſpiritual Houſe FF 
Or, to diſcontinue the ſimile, are we Chri/- 
ed | Ho. 
Do we ſo fear God, as, with ſtedfaſtneſs, to 
believe his doctrine; and, with ſincerity, 
from principle, from affection to revere his 
precepts ? Et is | 
With firmneſs do we truſt in his veracity ?--- 
Do we werſhip him in “ in ſpirit and in truth; 
love him ſupremely, and offer him the obla- 
tion of our hearts ? ; 
Senſible of the defilement of fin ;---that not 
any thing but the blood of Chriſt can cleanſe 
us from its pollution, have we repaired to this 
fountain, opened for ſin and uncleannelſs ;”S 
and, by the hand of faith, are we cleanſed from 
ſinful 1mp urity ? | | | 
Arc our hearts renovated through the energy 
of the divine Spiric ?---Have © old things”; 


* Matt, xvi. 18. + Eph. ii. 21, 22. f 1 Pet. ii. & 


evil 
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evil diſpoſitions and practices, © paſt from us ? 
And have © all things;“ our tempers and aſ- 
fections; hopes and fears; purſuits, deſires 
and enjoyments, - become new ??* _ 

Are we ſo © in Chriſt Jeſus, that we are 
© new CreaturesF ;”” © born of Cd? Do 
our actions teſtify our heavenly extract ?---Are 
we duly attendant on the performance of each 
relative quty 77. © T8 | 


« Do we honour our GOVERNMENT ?“ 5 
With freedom do we contribute to it's ſup- 
port, and regard it's juſt laws ?-----Are we 


patriotiſm ? 


c Do we honour ALL Men; exerciſe juſtice 
and humanity towards them, and properly 
reſpect their perſons; not ſuffering any adven- 
titious circumſtance to occaſion ourſelves, un- 
juſtly, to become their foes? 

AND, in a particular manner, are we, in 
affettion, attached to the Brotherhood ? 

Is our Chriſtian charity moſt 4iffufive?---Does 
our © Love extend to ALL the Saints,” by 


3 * , 2% % 4 , 


e 17, + Ib. | 1 John iii. 9. 
$ Col. i. 4. 9 
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whatever tenets or appellations diſtinguiſhed ; 
or. in what mode _— they PR religious 


worſhip? ' 
Are we free 9 2 ſpirit of bigotry; preju- 


dice and hatred ta our. chriſtian brethren ?--- 


And, in our affection towards them, do we 
riſe ſuperior bo: che diſtinction of n names e 
ſect and party ? Fi. 


Happy are thoſe who can FR TE theſe in- 


terrogatories in the aſtirmative ! 


Shall not ſuch: pertons perſevere in © well 
going“; c cover” the higheſt attainments 
in erf, and be emulous to ſurpals e each other 
in Chriſtian perfection! ? 


How foon will: their graces and Pleaſures of 
virtue be perfectedꝰ 

How 3 will weir Ec -nflick with fin and 
San ceaſe? 5 foil?) 
And how brilliant and Fx unſading't will be 
the! Crown of Glory” with en they mall 
be inveſted}? 4 anf 1 
Hal, happi Thr that Mall uber chem into 
the maxfions.of celeſtial bliſs; that ſhall perfectly 
and for ever unite them in /ove and happineſs 

ith each other, and with the bleſt Society 
above 


A — — Haren 3 
* Gal. vi. 9. 1 Cor. xii. 31. I 1 Peter v. 4. 
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9 Religion! the friend of Man [--—the 
greateſt; beſt gift of Heaven! 
What Kat ee ſhould poſſeſs our honed for 
this divine favour ?---And if we regard our fe- 
at how ſhould we honour its proves e 


Ax there any by hot theſe precepts have 
been diſregarded ; who are nominal Chriſtians: 
only ; whoſe whole lives have been a ſojemn 
mockery of God? | 


Cav fuch- till chinfe to ahi a e to 
Chriſtianity and themſelves; to endure the 
pang of guilt, and be deprived of the) Joys of 
virtue ? 

W herefore can they with nn to provoke the 
Almighty t to wrath? 

Is it not owing to his great mercy they Hows 
not recrived the Jn puniſhment of their We 
of vice ? 

For what momentary, ſinful enjoyments, can 
they incline to relinguiſb immortal + happineſs, 
and endure everlaſting and inconceivable. Wr 


AN eternity of miſery {----Never ending ex- 
cruciating pain! 
How 1nſupportable the idea?----How imx- 


prefſible the /olly of Vice ?----How great the 
wijdom of Virtue? 


* 
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O ye of Tireligien if there are any ſuch 
preſent ; —.— gratefully adore the Father of: 
Mercies, that you are ſtill in the world of 
time! 

Haſte, O haſte! to deplore your ſins, and. to. 
avail yourſelves of the divine clemency, 


through faith in the ine atonement for hu- 
man guilt! 


ov, in this way,----for your een it 
is mentioned, with Ged there is mercy and 
plenteouſneſs of redemption* ;”'----< the blood 
of Chrif#” being: ſufficient. to © cleanſe” the 
believing. penitent, however criminal he hath 
been, © from ALL Sin f.“ | 

And, that you may obtain conqueſt over your 
ſpiritual adverſaries, and purity of heart, cheriſh. 
the motions of the Holy Spirit; - devote ſome 
part of each day to pious meditation; read. 
diligently the divine word, and attend to is, 
with ſeriouſneſs, when you ſhall hear it preached; 
be frequent and fervent.in devotion, and avoid 


the very ic appearance of evil” in thought, word, 
and deed !' | 


3 by divine 5 you may obtain, 
through CHRIST, wiſdom and righteouſneſs; 
fandification and redemption ;' ; 'x5-be delivered, 
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» Pul. cxxx. 7. + 1 John i. 7. p 
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ta) 
| from the eſects of Vice, and enjoy the rewards 
of Virtue; will God Almighty of his infinite 


mercy be graciouſly pleaſed to grant it ; for 
the ſake of the merits of the divine, compaſ- 
ſionate Jeſus; to whom with the Father and 
Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, but one God, be 
the aſcription of all honour and glory, ado- 
ration and praiſe, now, henceforth and for 
ever! 5 
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